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STUDENT RETENTION AT 
PIEDMONT VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

1990-91 



This brief highlights major findings of Student Retention at Piedmont Virginia 
Community College: 1990-91 by Ronald B. Head (PVCC Institutional Research Report 
No. 7-91. November 1991). This study is conducted annually to provide retention 
rates according to a variety of Institutional and student characteristics and to deter- 
mine whether major differences exist between returning and non-returning students 
according to these diaracteristics. 



TABLE 1: PVCC Retentiwi Kates (1W)-91) 



The term retention rate, as used 
in this report, refers to the percentage of 
students during one term who re-enroil 
during the subsequent term. In other 
words, the '990-91 full-time student 
retention rate is tiie percentage of full- 
time students enrolled during Fall Se- 
mester 1990 who returned to PVCC and 
completed Spring Semester 1991. 

Table 1 presents 1990-91 reten- 
tion ratos for all stijdents, full-time equiv- 
alent students (PTES), full-time students, 
part-time studentc. curricular students, 
freshmen, and sophomores. 

Retention rates for 1990-91 were 
similar to retention rates for 1989-90 and 
1988-90 and to fall-to-winter retention 
rates from eariier years. Slightly over 
one-half of ail students enrolled during 
one term re-enroll at PVCC and com- 
plete the subsequent term. Over 80% of 

all full-time students enrolled during one term re-enroll at PVCC and complete the 
subsequent term. Approximately two of every three cuTlcular students return from 
one term to the next. The retention rate for freshmen and sophomores is nearly 70% 
Part-time students who return to the college from one term to the next are usually 
enrolled in programs leading toward degrees and study on the college's main 





FbU 
>o. Re- 
luming 


to Spring 

No. Hot Retention 
Returning <Pct.) 




2313 


2024 


53. 3X 


FTEr 


1251 


576 


68.5X 


Full-Tfme 
Students 


732 


U9 


S3.1% 


Part-Ume 
Students 


1581 


187^ 


45. 7X 


Curricular 
Students 


1501 


676 


68.9X 


Freshmen 


1080 


403 


68. 


Sophomores 


421 


183 


69. 7X 



SOURCE: VCCS end- of -term AKT tapes. 
The retention rate refers to the per- 
centage of students returning from one 
term to the next (returning students 
divided by both returning and non- 
returning students). 



(Continued on reverse side) 



campus. Part-time, non-returning students, on the other hand, are usually non- 
curricuiar and study off-campus during the evening. 

One finding in the study is worth particular mention. In 1988-89, the retention 
rate for full-time blad( students was 22.3% lower than that for full-time white students. 
The rate was also 8.4% lower than the fall-to-winter rate for full-time black students in 
1987-88. However, in 1989-90 the retention rate for full-time black students was only 
4.9% lower than that for full-time white students. In 1990-91, the rate was 2.5% higher 
than the rate for whites. Clearly, the initiatives implemented by the college in 1989-90 
with respect to minority recruitment and retention have been successful. 
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STUDENT RETENTION AT 
PIEDMONT VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

1990-91 

INTRODUCTION 

This is the sixth in a series of reports examining retention statistics at Piedmont 
Virginia Community College (PVCC) during the previous academic year/ Retention 
rates according to a variety of institutional and student characteristics are presented, 
and an effort Is made to determine whether major differences exist between returning 
and non-retuming students. 

The term retention rate, as used in this report, refers to the percentage of 
students during one term who re-enroll during the subsequent term. In other words, 
the 1990-91 full-time student retention rate is the percentage of full-time students 
enrolled during Fall Semester 1990 who retumed to PVCC and completed Spring 
Semester 1991. 

Multiple retention measures are used because the retention rate for all students 
at a community college is misleading. At PVCC, over 80% of all students typically 



See Ronald B. Head. Quarterty Stutient Retorrtion at Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1985- 
86 (PVCC Institutional Research Report No, 4-86, November 1986): Ronald Head, Quarterty Student 
Retention at Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1986-1987 (PVCC Institutional Research Report 
No. 8-87. November 1987); Ronald B. Head, Quanerty Student Retenti<m at Piedmont Virginia 
Community College: 1987-1988 (PVCC Institutional Research Report No. 10-88, November 1988): 
Ronald B. Head, Student Retention at Piedmrm Virginia Community College: 1988-1989 (PVCC 
Institutional Research Report No. 8-89, November 1989); and Ronald B. Head. Student Retention at 
Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1989-1990 (PVCC Institutional Research Report No. 7 90, 
November 1990). 

s 
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study part-time, and approximately 50% enroll as non-curricular students. K/lany of 
these students do not intend to re-enroll at the college during the subsequent term. 

Although multiple retention measures are reported, the emphasis in this study is 
upon full-time students. Full-time students are usually enrolled in degree programs 
and can be expected to re-enroll at the college each term until they graduate. 

it should be noted that during 1988-89 the Virginia Community College System 
(VCCS) converted from a quarterly academic calendar to a semester calendar. In the 
quarter system, there were four terms per year (Summer Quarter. Fall Quarter. Winter 
Quarter, and Spring Quarter); now there are three terms (Summer Semester, Fall 
Semester, and Spring Semester). Under the quarter calendar, retention figures were 
collected twice, once between Fall Quarter and Winter Quarter, and once between 
Winter Quarter and Spring Quarter. Under the semester calendar, retention figures 
are collected only once, between fall and spring semesters, and these are the annual, 
as well as semester, retention figures. 



METHODOLOGY 



Data in this report were collected by means of a Fortran program which used 
data from the STUDAGE file located on end-of-term AKT tapes. The source code for 
this program, as well as sample output, was included in the retention study for 1988- 
89.^ 



^Op.Cit, pp. 19-37. 



The advantage of using official end-of-term data is that retention statistics can 
then be compared to other end-of-term data. The total number of returning and non- 
returning students by category, as reported here, is the same number as reported in 
the VCCS Student Enrollment Booklets and used In other PVCC institutional research 
reports. 

As noted in previous studies, two limitations of both the program and the study 
should be noted. First, no effort has been made to link retention data to student 
objectives. Quite simply, data relating to student objectives were not conveniently 
available. Secondly, retention within a semester has not been measured. Students 
enrolling at the beginning of a semester but withdrawing before the end of the 
semester are not counted as enrolled students during that term. Similarly, students 
completing, say, the Fall Semester, re-enrolling during the Spring Semester, and then 
withdrawing midway through the Spring Semester are counted as non-returning stu- 
dents. 
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RETENTION RATES 



Retention rates for the 1^0-91 aca- 
de<mic year are presented in Table 1. in- 
duded in this table are the retention rates 
for all students (headcount), full-time equiva- 
lent students (PTES), full-time students, 
curricutar students, freshmen, and sopho- 
mores. 

Over one-half of all students enrolled 
at PVCC during Fall Semester 1990 re- 
turned and completed Spring Semester 
1991. Approximately two of every three 



TABLE 1: PVCC RETENTIW RATES Cl9W)-91) 



Fall to Sprint 
Np. Re- No. Not Retention 
turning Returning (Pet.) 



Headcnnt 

FTES 

Full -Time 
Students 

Pert'Tlise 
Students 

Currlculer 
Students 

Freshmen 
Sof9h mores 



2S13 


2026 


5S.3X 


1251 


576 


68. SX 


732 


149 


B3.1X 


1581 


1875 




1S01 


676 


68. 9X 


1080 


493 


68. 7X 


421 


185 


69. 7X 



SOMtCi: VOCS end- of -tern AKT tepes. 
The retention rete refers to the per- 
centege of students returning frm one 
tens to the next (returning studmts 
divided by both returning and non- 
return fng students). 



PTES (full-time equivalent students) re- 
turned, as did curricular students, freshmen, and sophomores.^ Over 80% of all full- 
time students returned to PVCC, as did over 45% of all part-time students. 



^ne FTES is equivalent to 15 stuctortt credit houra. In this respein, ttie FTES retention rate is 
caiculat&j aB foiksws: (1) the numt)er of credit h^rs for both returning and non-returning students 
are totalled; The FTES figures for Ixith returning and non-returning students are caicuiated (the 
credit hour figures are (divided by 15); and (3) the retention r^e is the percentage of returning FTES 

A full time student is any student carrying a student load of 12 or nnore credit hours during 
any single term. A cwricular student is atr^ stu(jant actually enrolled in an educational program 
leading toward a degree, ceftificsse, or diploma 

..4-. 
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Retention figures for 1990-91 were quite similar to figures for 1989-90 and 1988- 
89, as well as to figures from earlier years between Fall Quarter and Winter Quarter. 
As can be seen in Table 2. figures for 1984-85 through 1990-91 were quite consistent. 



TMLE 2: f^C ISTESTION fUTES (1984-85 THROWN 1990-91) 


Cattfory 


19S6-8S 
Fall Winter 
to to 
Winter Spring 


1985-86 
Fait Winter 
to to 
Winter Spring 


1986-87 
Fell Winter 
to to 
Winter Spring 


1987-88 
Fall Winter 
to to 
Winter Spring 


1^*89 

CmI i 

rai 1 

to 
Sprfng 


1989-90 

Call 

FBI I 

to 
Spring 


1990-91 
Fal I 
to 
Spring 


PTES 
























No. Returning 


1004 


918 


1036 


975 


1069 


986 


1201 


1105 


1161 


1211 


1251 


No. Not Returning 


S20 


380 


514 


417 


547 


435 


570 


451 


537 


589 


576 


Retention 


65.9X 


70.7X 


66.8X 


7D.0X 


66.6X 


69.4X 


67.8X 


71. OX 


68.4% 


67.3% 


6S.5X 


KeAOCOUNT 
























No. Returning 


1895 


1761 


1990 


1857 


2175 


1923 


2271 


2078 


it 1 fr 


£C¥ * 


M IP 


No. Net Retumir^ 


^ns 


1454 


1857 


1524 


1^ 


1722 


2090 


1646 


2019 


2163 


2024 


Retention 


51. 7X 


54. 8X 


51. 7X 


54.9X 


52.5X 


52.8X 


52. IX 


55.SX 


51 .9X 


51.4X 


53. 3X 


CURRICULAR STUDENTS 
























No. Returning 


1159 


1093 


1227 


1187 


1272 


1190 


1434 


1352 


1503 


1454 


1501 


No. Not Returning 




423 


526 


431 


581 


500 


726 


540 


756 


TOO 


676 


Retention 


68. IX 


72. IX 


69.9X 


73. 4X 


68.6X 


70.4X 


66. 4X 


71. 5X 


66.SX 


67. 5X 


68.9X 


FULL-TIME STUDENTS 
























No. Returning 


551 


508 


553 


534 


562 


532 


678 


600 


673 


698 


732 


No. Net Returning 


135 


72 


103 


84 


113 


65 


121 


81 


127 


139 


149 


Retention 


80.6X 


87. 6X 


84.3X 


86.4X 


83.3X 


89. IX 


84.9X 


88. IX 


84. IX 


83.4X 


63-1X 


FRESKNEN 
























No. Returning 


837 


701 


942 


767 


947 


789 


1087 


934 


1121 


1024 


1O80 


No. Net Returning 




343 


437 


351 


462 


403 


573 


437 


601 


535 


493 


Retention 


65.4% 


67. IX 


68.3X 


68.6X 


67,2X 


66.2X 


65.5X 


68. IX 


65. IX 


65. 7X 


68. 7X 


SOPHOMCffiES 
























No. Returning 


322 


392 


285 


420 


325 


401 


347 


418 


382 


430 


42 < 


No. Not Returning 


99 


80 


91 


60 


119 


97 


153 


103 


155 


165 


183 


Retention 


76. 5X 


83. IX 


75.8X 


84.0X 


73.2X 


80.5X 


69.4X 


80.2X 


71. IX 


72.3X 


69.7X 


SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tepes. The retention rate refers to the percentage of students returning 
from one term to the next (returning students divi^ by both returning and non- returning students). 
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TABLE 5s PVCC FUll-TIW STUDEMT RETEHTI'XI 
RATES BT DENOGRAPNIC PUMCTERISTICS C1V90- 
91) 



Rttefi' 



Catflffory 


No. Re- No. Not 
turning Returning 


tion 
(Pet.) 


SEX 








Ml* 


S29 


93 


7B.0X 


Femie 


403 


56 


87. 8X 


RACE 








White 


624 


130 


82.8X 


Btack 


87 


15 


8S.n 


Amt. Indfm 


1 


0 


100.0X 


Asisn/Pflclf ic 


18 


1 


94. 7X 


Nfcpanfe 


2 


0 


100.0% 


Othar 


0 


3 


o.ox 


ACE 








Under 18 


4 


2 


66.7X 


18-21 


470 


98 


82. A 


22-24 


92 


21 


81 .4X 


25-34 


117 


21 


84. n 


35-44 


43 


7 


86.0S 


45-59 


6 


0 


100.0X 


Over 60 


0 


0 




Mean 


22 


22 




Median 


20 


20 




RESIOENCE 








Albemorte 


268 


57 


82.5X 


BuckinsHam 


24 


1 


96.0X 


Charlottesvilte 


171 


37 


a2.2X 


fXwmrm 


42 


5 


89.4X 


Greene 


39 


9 


81 .3X 


Louisa 


42 


6 


87.5X 


Net sen 


34 


5 


87.2% 


IN-DISTRICT 


620 


120 


83.8% 


OUT-of-District 


94 


26 


78.3% 


Out-of-state 


18 


3 


85.7% 


TOTAL 


732 


149 


83.1% 


SOURCE: VCCS end- of -term AKT tapes 
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Table 3 presents 1990-91 retention rates for PVCC full-time students by demo- 
graphic characteristics. The retention rate 
for women was higher than that for men. 
With respect to race, the retention rate for 
full-time btack etudents was higher than that 
for full-time white students. Not only is this 
a reversal of the findings in last year's 
study, but the retention rate for full-time 
black students was much higher in 1990-91 
than it was in 1989-90 or in 1988-89. This is 
one indication that the college's minority 
recruitment and retention efforts, first initiat- 
ed in 1989-90, are having a positive effect. 
The mean and median ages of returning 
and non-returning students were the same, 
and retention rates were approximately the 
same across different age brackets. There 
seems to be little, if any, relationship be- 
tween distance from PVCC and retention. 
The retention rates within the PVCC service 



retention rate refers to the percentage of 
students returning frooi «>e term to the next 

(returning students divided by both return- 
ing and non- returning stu^nts). 



region ranged from U1 .3% in Greene County to 96.0% in Buckingham County. The 
average retention rate for the service region as a whole was 83.8%. 



6~ 
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Table 4 presents 1990-91 retention rates of PVCC full-time students by selected 
enroilment characteristics. As might be 
expected, the retention rate for returning 
students was higher than that for new 
students. As might also be expected, 
the retention rate for curhcuiar students 
was higher than that for non-curricular 
(unclassified) students. 

Retention rates according to demo- 
graphic and enrollment characteristics 
were similar to rates reported last year, 
as well as to fali-to-winter rates reported 
for earlier years. 

Full-time student retention rates 
by academic program for 1990-91 are 
presented in Table 5. Retention rates for programs leading toward the A.A. (Associate 
of Arts) or A.S. (Associate of Science) degrees were on the whole slightly lower than 
those for programs leading toward the A.A.S. (Associate of Applied Science) degree. 
Only two-thirds of ail students enrolled in programs leading toward certificates during 
Fall Semester 1990 returned to PVCC and completed Spring Semester 1991 . The 
retention rate for all certificate programs was 66.7%, as compared to 50% In 1989-90 
and 100% in 1988-89. However, the actual numbers of returning and non-returning 

mm mm 



TABLE 4: PVCC FUIL-TIHE STIAENT RETENTION itATES 
BY ENROLLMENT CHARACTER! ST iC$ (1990-91} 









Reten- 




No* Re* 


No. Not 


tion 


C«t«9ory 


turning 


Returning 


<Pct.) 


New 


• 

271 


71 


79.2X 


Returninf 


461 


78 


85. 5X 


Dev 


732 


148 


83.2X 




n 

V 


i 

1 




On-Caspus 


732 


149 


83. IX 


Of f -Campus 


0 


0 




College Tri^fer 


511 


99 


83.8% 


Occup./Technicsl 


150 


24 


86.2X 


Deveiopmentai 


4 


0 


100.0X 


UnciasffHied 


67 


26 


72. ox 




511 


99 


83.8X 


A.A.S* 


148 


23 


86.5X 


Diploic 


0 


0 




Certificate 


2 


1 


66, 7X 


Developmental 


4 


0 


100. OX 


Unclassified 


67 


26 


72.0X 


TOTAL 


732 


149 


83. IX 



SOURCE: VCCS end*of- terra AKT tapes. The reten- 
tion rate refers to the percentage of students 
returning from one term to the next (returning 
students divided by both returning and non- 
returning Stud:TfttS}. 
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students within programs leading toward certificates or diplomas were so small that 
meaningful conclusions cannot be safely drawn. 
Full-time student retention 



rates by academic program for the 
seven-year period 1984-85 through 
1990-91 are presented in Table 6. As 
can b« seen, 1990-91 rates were 
similar to 1989-90 and 1988-89 rates 
and to fall-to-winter rates for 1984-85 
through 1987-88. In the few instanc- 
es where the figures have not been 
consistent, the inconsistencies have 
been largely due to small numbers of 
students in individual, academic pro- 
grams. 



TABLE 5: PVCC FULL-TIME STt^ENT RETENTION RATES BY 
ACADEMIC PROGRAM (1990-91) 



Reten- 





No* Re- 


No. Not 


tlon 




turning 


Returnir^ 


(Pet.) 




128 


24 


84.2% 


Education 


29 


4 


87.9X 


Fine Arts 


26 


4 


86.7% 


General Studies 


1W 


24 


81.4% 


liberal Arts 


1S3 


28 


84*5% 


Science 


70 


15 


82.4% 


A.A./A.S* TOTALS 


511 


99 


83.8% 


Aceotfitlrv 


15 


1 


93.8% 


Coepjter Info. Systems 


21 


11 


65.6% 


Draftliig & Dtslsn 


5 


1 


83.3% 


Electronics 


10 


1 


90.9% 


Hwwseront 


19 


5 


79,2% 


Mrketing 


5 


0 


100.0% 


Nursing 


36 


0 


100.0% 


Office Systems 


18 


1 


94.7% 


Police Science 


13 


2 


86.7% 


Respiratory Therepy 


6 


1 


85.7% 


Science laboratory 


0 


0 




A.A.S* TOTAIS 


148 


23 


86.5% 


Arts & Crafts 


1 


0 


100.0% 


Career .studies 


0 


0 




Clerical Studies 


1 


1 


50.0% 


Drafting 


0 


0 




Draft Deslpi 


0 


0 




E tec* /Electronics 


0 


0 




Elec. Servicing 


0 


0 




Health Technology 


0 


0 




Ian Enforcement 






• • 


DIPIONA/CERT. TOTAIS 


2 


1 


66.7% 



TOTAL 



661 



123 



84.3X 



SOURCE: VCC5 end-of-tvna AKT tapes. The retention 
rate refers to the percental^ of students returning 
from om term to the next C returning students divi- 
ded by both returning and nan- returning students). 
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rm£ 6: PVCC FULl-riKE STUDENT HETEllTtON RATES SY ACADEMIC f^RCK^WI (1^-85 THROUGH 1990-91) 






Fall to Winter 




Winter to Spring 




Fall to Spring 






1984- 


1985- 


1986- 


1987- 


19S4- 1985- 1986- 1987" 


1988- 


1M9- 


1990 


PrograiTi 






1986 


1987 


1988 


1985 1986 1987 1988 


1989 


i9ro 


1991 


Bi0. Adn. 




BOX 


87X 


87X 


87X 


86X 


W)X 


' S6X 


91X 


S7X 


SSX 


84% 


Elation 




79X 


87X 


9SX 


SIX 




9SX 


90X 


SIX 


SSX 


82X 




FInt Art$ 




78X 


93X 


83X 


86X 


100X 


73% 


SIX 


9&X 


84X 


67X 


87% 


&«n Stud. 




79% 


SIX 


SOX 


SSX 


S6X 




80X 


SSX 


SOX 


SSX 


81% 


Lfb. Arts 




ssx 


89X 


82X 


87X 


94X 


891 

a#v^ 


8&X 


S9X 


B7X 


S2X 


SSX 


Science 




S4X 


93X 


82X 


SSX 


84X 




9fiX 


SSX 


S6X 


84X 


82% 


A.A./A.S. i 


SIX 


SSX 


S4X 


86X| SSX 


87X 


B7% 


SBXt SSX 


84X 


84% 


Accounting 










79X 


100X 


100X 


100X 


100X 


69X 






Ccinp.Prs. 






67% 


89X 


77X 




83% 




94% 


SIX 


91 X 


66% 


Date Proc. 












82X 


Oil* 












Dreft & Des. 










94X 








69X 


90X 


71X 


83% 


Elec* 




76X 


84X 


«9X 


SSX 


SSX 


94X 




B9X 


73% 


7BX 


91% 


Nenegeoient 




SOX 


74X 


8M 


fPX 


91X 






95% 


78X 


SSX 


79% 


Market ing 








SSX 


89X 








100X 


82X 


78X 


100% 


Nursing 




100X 


89X 


100X 


97X 


95X 


T WW 




9^ 


100X 


95X 


100% 


Office Sys, 




















77X 


70X 


95% 


Police Sc. 




51% 


100X 


6k% 


95X 


79X 


94X 




79% 


85% 


91X 


87% 


Resp. Thp 




96% 


94X 


S7X 


S2X 


10DX 


100X 


92X 


100X 


67% 


100X 


86% 


Secretary 




100X 


77% 


SSX 


77X 


SSX 


93X 


SSX 


8S% 




-• 




Science lab. 










SOX 








100X 


67X 


100X 




A.A.S. 1 




SIX 


S6X 


S5X| 89X 


89X 


93X 


S9X| 83% 


S6X 


87% 


Art/Craft 




100X 




1(»X 




SOX 




100X 




100% 


100X 


100% 


Career St. 






75X 


100X 


S9X 


1D0X 


100X 


100X 


SOX 


100% 


SUA 




Child Care 




ox 






















Cler. St. 




100X 














100X 






50% 


Drafting 






100X 


100X 




50* 


100% 


100X 


ox 








Draft Dea. 




80X 


86X 


100X 


100X 


100X 


100% 


100X 




100% 






Elec. /Elec. 












75X 














Elec. Svc. 






OX 










100X 


50% 








Health 




100X 


100X 


100X 




100X 


50% 


100X 




100% 






lm$ Enf . 














100% 


100X 










OIP.CERT. 1 


82X 


79X 


100X 


90X 


79X 


93X 


100X 


5DX| 100X 


SOX 


67% 


TOTAL j 


SIX 


86X 


SSX 


86X 


SSX 


SSX 


89X 


88X| asx 


SSX 


84% 


SOURCE: VCCS end-of -term AKT tapes. 


Tht retention rate refers to the percentage of students 


returning from one term to the next (returning students divided by both returning and non 




returning students). 























Retention rates by academic program for 1990-91 are shown for curricular students in 
Table 7, for freshmen in Table 8, and for sophomores tn Table 9. As can be seen, the 
retention rates for curricular students enrolled in programs leading toward the A.A. or 
A.S. degree were slightly higher than the rates for students enrolled in programs load- 
ing toward the A.A.S. degree and much higher than the rates for those enrolled in 
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certificat© programs. The same was true with respect to sophomore retention rates, 
but A.A.S. retention rates for freshmen were nearly the same as A.A./A.S. rates. It 

should be noted that retention rates 



TABLE 7: PVCC aSRIOlUUl STtOENT RETEMTION RATES BY 
ACAOEWIC M0C8AM (1990-91) 



Reten- 





No. Re- 


No. Hot 


tion 


Program 


turning 


Returning 


<Pct.) 


Business Adnin. 


249 


96 


72. SI 


Eduestlon 


S4 


U 


79.4X 


Ffne Arts 


4S 


22 


67.2% 


General Studfes 


301 


163 


64.9!( 


Liberal Arts 


270 


100 


73.0X 


Scimce 


125 


47 


n.n 


A.A./A.S. TOTALS 


1044 


442 


70.' i 


Accounting 


40 


27 


59. 7X 


Conputer Info. System 


62 


57 


52. IX 


Drafting & Design 


19 


8 


70.4X 


Electronics 


37 


13 


74. OX 


Management 


85 


48 


63.9X 


narxaring 






D 1 » 


Nursfng 


106 


16 


86.9X 


Office Systems 


38 


12 


76. OX 


Police Science 


27 


15 


64.3X 


Respiratory Therapy 


15 


2 


88.2X 


Science Laboratory 


0 


0 




A.A.S* TOTALS 


W> 


212 


67. 7X 


Arts & Crafts 


2 


0 


1D0.0X 


Career Studies 


8 


14 


36.4X 


Clerical Studies 


1 


4 


20.0X 


Drafting 


0 


0 




Draft Desipi 


0 


0 




E I ec» /Electronics 


0 


0 




Elec. Servicing 


0 


2 


O.OX 


Health Technol^ 


1 


0 


100.0X 


Law Enforcement 


1 


2 


33.3X 


DIPLOHA/CERT. TOTALS 


13 


22 


37. IX 


TOTAL 


1501 


676 


68.9X 



SOURCE: VCCS end'Of-term AKT tapes. The retention 
rate refers to the percentege of stuctents returning 
from one tone to the next (returning students divi- 
ded by both returning and non- returning students). 



for certificate programs may be mis- 
leading due to the small numbers or 
returning and non-returning students 
involved. 
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TABU 8s PVCC FRESHMEN RETENTION RATES BY ACADEMIC 
PROiRAM (1990-91) 



Reten- 





HO. KC" 


tin UAt 


t lOn 


Program 


turning 


Returning 


(Pet.) 


Business Adnfn. 


161 


67 


70.6X 




36 


8 


81 .8X 


Fine Arts 


32 


16 


66. 7X 


General Studies 


253 


140 


64. 4S 


Liberal Arts 


198 


77 


72.0X 


Scfmce 


89 


35 


71 .at 


A.A./A.S. TOTALS 


769 


343 


69.2X 


nccpunc 1 np 




lo 




Computer Info. Systems 


47 


39 


54.7% 


vreT^iv^ ft pesiyn 






75. fit 


Electronics 


26 


9 


74.3X 


nanaseinent 


57 


28 


67. IX 


Market ii^ 


8 


10 


44. 4X 


iturslr^ 


55 


3 


94.8X 


Office Systems 


32 


7 


82.1X 


Police Science 


20 


10 


66.7X 


Respiratory Therapy 


12 


1 


92.3X 


Science Laboratory 


0 


0 


• * 


A.A.S. TOTALS 


298 


128 


70.0X 


Arts & Crafts 


2 


0 


iOO.OX 


Career Studies 


8 


14 


36.4X 


Clerical Studies 


1 


4 


20.0X 


Drafting 


0 


0 




Dreft Design 


0 


0 




Elec./Electronics 


0 


0 




Elec. Servicing 


0 


2 


O.OX 


Health Technology 


1 


0 


IOO.OX 


Law Enforcement 


1 


2 


33.3X 


DIPLOM/CERT. TOTALS 


13 


22 


37. IX 


TOTAL 


1080 


493 


68.7X 



SOURCE: VCCS end- of -term AlCT tapes • The retention 
Tdte refers to the percentage of students returning 
from one term to the next (returning students divi- 
ded by both returning and non- returning students). 



TML£ 9: PVCC S(»>HQmiE RETENTION RATES BY ACADEMIC 
PROGRAM (1990*91) 



Reten- 





No. Re- No. 


Not 


Hon 


Program 


turning Returning (Pet.) 


Si^iness Actain. 


85 


29 


75.2% 


Ecb^ation 


10 


o 




Fine Arts 




6 


68.4% 


General Studies 


/ ft 

45 


c3 


67,6% 


Liberal Arts 


n 


c3 




Sci»«e 


30 


\C 


75,0* 


A.A./A.S. TOTALS 


275 


99 


73.5S 


ACCCHfltiT^ 


13 


11 


54.2X 


Computer Info. Systems 


1^ 






vraTting « pesign 


5 


3 


62.SX 


Electronics 


11 


4 


75. 3X 


Management 


28 


20 


58.3X 


Market ir^ 


7 


4 


63.6X 


Nursing 


51 


13 


79.7X 


Office Systems 


6 


5 


54. 5X 


Police ^fence 


7 


5 


5B.3X 


Respiratory Therapy 


3 


1 


75.0% 


Science L^ratory 


0 


0 




A«A.S. TOTALS 


146 


84 


63. 5X 


Arts & Crafts 


0 


0 




Career Studira 


0 


0 




Clerical Studies 


0 


0 




Drafting 


0 


0 




Draft Design 


0 


0 




Elec ./Electronics 


0 


0 




Elec. Servicing 


0 


0 




Health Technology 


0 


0 




Law Enforcement 


0 


0 




DIPLOMA/CERT. TOTALS 


0 


0 




TOTAL 


421 


183 


69. 7X 



SOURCE: VCCS end- of -term AKT tapes. The retention 
rate refers to the percentage of students returning 
from one term to the next (returning stLxtents divf- 
ited by both returning noo- returning students). 



11 ~ 



ERIC 



EST COPY miME 



DEMOGRAPHIC AND ENROUMENT CHARACTERISTICS 
OF RETURNING AND NON-RETURNING STUDENTS 



Tables 10 and 11 present distributions of both full-time and part-time returning 
and non-retuming students by demographic and enrollment characteristics. Percent- 
ages in these tables are by column by group. 



TAME 10: PVCC RETtmiNG AM) IM-RETWHIINS STUPEKTS BY DEMCKmUI^HlC CHiUlAaERISTICS UNO FULL- 
TIME/PART-TIME STATUS (1990-91) 



Category 



Full -Time Students 



Part-Time Stucfents 



Returning 
Mo. Pet. 



Non-Returning 
Ho. Pet* 



Returning 
Ho. Pet. 



Ron -Returning 
Ro. Pet. 



SEX 


















Nate 


529 


44.9X 


93 


62.4X 


557 


35. 2X 


669 


35. 7X 


Femsle 


403 


55. IX 


56 


37.6X 


1024 


64. 8X 


1206 


64. 3X 


RACI 


















White 


624 


85.2X 


130 


87.2X 


1400 


68.6X 


1631 


87. OX 


Blaeie 


87 


11. 9X 


15 


10.1X 


149 


9.4X 


208 


11. IX 


AmeTp Indian 


1 


o.n 


0 


O.OX 


1 


0.1X 


2 


0.1X 


Asian/Paeiffc 


18 


2.5X 


1 


0.7X 


19 


1.2X 


14 


0.7X 


NIspanie 


2 


0.3X 


0 


O.OX 


8 


0.5X 


12 


0.6X 


Other 


0 


O.OX 


3 


2.0X 


4 


0.3X 


8 


0.4X 


ACE 


















under 18 


4 


0.5X 


2 


1.3X 


46 


2.9X 


31 


1.7X 


18-21 


47Q 


64.2X 


98 


65.8X 


261 


16.SX 


250 


13.3X 


2224 


92 


12.6X 


21 


14.1X 


186 


11. n 


211 


11. 3X 


25-34 


117 


16.0X 


21 


14. IX 


561 


35.5X 


627 


33.4X 


3S-44 


43 


5.9X 


7 


4.7X 


370 


23. 4X 


468 


25. OX 


45-59 


6 


0.8X 


0 


O.OX 


126 


8.0X 


235 


12. 5X 


Over 60 


0 


O.OX 


0 


O.OX 


31 


2. OX 


53 


2.8X 


Nean 


22 




22 




31 




33 




Median 


20 




20 




30 




32 




RESIDENCE 


















Albemrte 


268 


36.6X 


57 


38.3X 


607 


38.4X 


754 


40. 2X 


Buckingham 


24 


3.3X 


1 


0.7X 


27 


1.7X 


28 


1.SX 


Charlottesville 


171 


23.4X 


37 


24.8X 


450 


28.5X 


472 


25. 2X 


Fluvanna 


42 


5.7X 


5 


3.4X 


88 


5.6X 


121 


6.5X 


Greene 


39 


5.3X 


9 


6. OX 


124 


7.8X 


135 


7.2X 


Louifta 


42 


5.7X 


6 


4. OX 


55 


3.5X 


85 


4.5X 


NeUor 


34 


4.6X 


5 


3.4X 


53 


3.4X 


67 


3.6X 


IN-DISTRICT 


620 


84. 7X 


120 


80.5X 


1404 


B8.8X 


1662 


SB.6X 


Out-of^Pistrict 


94 


12.8X 


26 


17.4X 


145 


9.2X 


183 


9.8X 


Out-of-state 


18 


2.5X 


3 


2.0X 


32 


2. OX 


30 


1.6X 


TOTAL 


1 732 


1D0.OX 


149 


lOO.OXt 1581 


100.0X 


1875 


100.0X 



SOURCE: VCCS end- of -term AKT tapes. 
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TABLE 11: PVCC ftETURNiNG AND NW-ftETUSNlNG STUDENTS BY DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTER i ST ICS AND FULL- 
Tine/PART-TINE STATUS C1990-91) 



Full -Time Stuctents | Part-Time Students 





Returning 


Non- Returning 


Returning 


Non- Returning 


Category 


No. 


Pet. 


No. 


Pet. 


No. 


Pet. 


No. 


Pet. 


Mm 


Cfl 


.V* 


fi 


H/ •/* 


399 


25. M 


69? 


37.1% 


Rt turning 




MP 


To 




1 ioZ 


74 *M 


IIS) 


62.9X 


Day 


fii 




4 AO 


99.3* 


1012 


^# A^ 


873 


46.6i( 


Evtning 


0 


O.OX 


1 




569 


S6.0X 


1002 


S3.4X 




732 


100.0X 


149 




1247 


7B.9X 


1219 


65.0X 


Off-Canpus 


0 


O.OX 


0 






21 It 






Transfer 


511 


69.8X 


99 


66.4X 


533 


33.7X 


343 


18.3X 


Occup./Teeb. 


150 


20.5X 


24 


16. IX 


309 


19.5X 


210 


11.2X 


Developmsntai 




0.5X 


0 


O.OX 


16 


1.0X 


9 


0.5X 


Unclassified 


67 


9.2% 


26 


17.4X 


723 


45.7X 


1313 


70.0X 


A.A./A.S. 


511 


69.8X 


99 


66.4X 


533 


33.7X 


343 


1S.3X 




14S 


20.2X 


23 


15. 4X 


296 


1S,7X 


189 


10.1X 


Diploma 


0 


O.OX 


0 


O.OX 


0 


O.OX 


0 


O.OX 


Certificate 


2 


D.3X 


1 


0.7X 


13 


0.8X 


21 


1.1X 


Devetofynantal 


4 


0.5X 


0 


O.OX 


16 


1.0X 


9 


0.5X 


Unclassified 


67 


9.2X 


26 


17.4X 


723 


45.7X 


1313 


70.0X 


TOT/IL I nz 


10Q.0X 


149 


lOO.OXj 


1581 


100.0X 


1875 


100.0X 



SOlffiCE: VCCS end- of -term AKT tapes. 



Demographically, with the exception of the sex of full-time students, returning 
and non-returning students, whether full-time or part-time, were quite similar. A slightly 
higher percentage of non-returning students were white, and a slightly lower percent- 
age were from within the PVCC service region. In tenns of sex, a much higher 
percentage of full-time, non-returning students were male than female. Approximately 
two-thirds of all full-time, non-returning students were males, while less than one-half of 
all full-time, returning students were males. 

With respect to enrollment characteristics, returning and non-returning students 
differed most significantly according to new/retuming status. As can be seen in Table 
11, the proportion of new to returning students was much higher among non-returning 
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students than among returning students. This is hardly surprising, however, as it has 
already been shown that retention rates for new studerjts were lower than those for 
returning students (see Table 4). 

Part-time returning and non-returning students differed more than did full-time 
and curricular to non-currlcular returning and non-returning students. While the 
proportions of day to evening, on-campus to off-campus, were approximately the 
same for full-time returning and non-returning students, part-time non-returning 
students were more likely to study off-campus during the evening. This should not be 
too surprising, though, since a number of courses offered during the evening off- 
campus are oesigned for personal satisfaction as opposed to fulfilling curricular 
requirements. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Retention rates for 1990-91 were similar retention rates for 1989-90 and 1988-90 
and to fall-to-winter retention rates from earlier years. Slightly over one-half of all 
students enrolled during one term re-enroll at PVCC and complete the subsequent 
term. Over 80% of all full-time students enrolled during one term re-enroll at PVCC 
and complete the subsequent term. Approximately two of every three curricular 
students return from one term to the next. The retention rate for freshmen and sopho- 
mores is nearly 70%, Part-time students who retum to the college from one term to 
the next are usually enrolled in programs leading toward degrees and study on the 
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college's main campus. Part-time, non-retuming students, on the other hand, are 
usually non-curricuiar and study off-campus during the evening. 

One finding in the study is worth particular mention. In 1988-89, the retention 
rate for full-time black students was 22.3% tower than that for full-time white students. 
The rate was also 8.4% lower than the fall-to-winter rate for full-time black students in 
1987-88. However, in 1989-90 the retention rate for full-time black students was only 
4.9% lower than that for full-time white students. In 1990-91 , the rate was 2.5% higher. 
than the rate for whites. Clearly, the initiatives implemented by the college in 1989-90 
with respect to minority recruitment and retention have been successful. 
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